
Choose an SSD

SATA 2.5” SSD 
(Laptop/Desktop)

The flowchart recommends some of the top SSDs in the market. These are the most reliable and expensive products. You are always free to choose other SSDs depending on your budgets. Read my SSD Buying Guide for more.

SATA M.2 SSD 
(Laptop/Desktop)

PCIe SSD (Desktop 
Only)

M.2 PCIe NVMe SSD 
(Laptop/Desktop)

1. Expensive
2. Smaller in size
3. Up to 7000 MB/s
4. Different Generations

1. Expensive
2. Bigger in size 
(Expansion Card)
3. Only for Desktops

1. Cheap
2. Smaller in size
3. Up to 600MB/s

1. Cheap
2. Bigger in size 
(2.5”)
3. Up to 600MB/s

Work on all desktops/laptops
(Check SATA version if you 
have a very old system)

Does your 
laptop/desktop 
has a free M.2 
NVMe slot?

Does you 
desktop has a 
free PCIe 
expansion slot?
(Match the PCIe 
generation)

Does your 
system has M.2 
slot? (M.2 SATA 
or M.2 NVMe)

Yes

No

Yes Yes

Which PCIe 
generation your 
M.2 NVMe slot 
has?

Gen 3 Gen 4

*Most Generation 4 NVMe SSDs will work on 
Generation 3 NVMe systems as well. Also, most 
generation 3 NVMe will work on Generation 4 NVMe 
slots. 
Make sure to check the backward compatibility on the 
official website of the SSD.

1. Samsung 860 
EVO
2. Crucial MX800
3. WD Blue 3D
4. Seagate 
Barracuda
5. Sandisk Ultra 3D
6. PNY CS1311
7. Kingston KC600
8. Kingston HyperX 
RGB
9. SK Hynix Gold 
S31
10. HP S700 Pro
11. Mushkin Reactor
12. Intel 545s

1. Samsung 970 
EVO Plus
2. Samsung 970
3. Samsung 960 
EVO
4. Kingston A2000
5. Addlink S70
6. Crucial P5
7. Gigabyte M30
8. HP EX900 Pro
9. Kingston KC2500
10. PNY CS3030
11. Sandisk Extreme 
Pro
12. Seagate 
Barracuda 510
13. WD Black 
SN750

1. Gigabyte Aorus 
AIC SSD
2. Galax HOF
3. WD AN1500
4. Intel Optane 
900P

1. ADATA SU800
2. Crucial MX500
3. HP S700 Pro
4. Samsung 860 
EVO
5. WD Blue 2D
6. WD Blue 3D
7. WD 
SA500/Red
8. Intel 545s

1. Samsung 980 
Pro
2. Seagate 
Firecuda 520/530
3. WD Black 
SN850
4. Adata S50
5. Corsair 
MP600/MP600 Pro
6. Gigabyte 
Aorus/Aorus V2
7. Kingston 
KC3000
8. Sabrent Rocket 
4.0/4.0Plus

All SSDs recommended 
here are well-researched, 
top-rated, and branded. 
All of them comes with 
TLC NAND and DRAM 
Cache.

No

https://ssdsphere.com/ssd-buying-guide/

